° * Suite 814, Cotton Exchange Building
608 North St. Paul Street, Dallas, TX 75201 e (214) 830-0930

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE REMOVAL AND PREVENTION
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TO: Gerald Fontenot, Deputy Project Officer

EPA Region VI, Emergency Response Brapnch
THRU: Michael G. Warner, TAT Leadenﬁ2z¢a

Region VI, Technical Assistance Team - Dallas
FROM: Tim Woods, TAT Member )oﬁs

Region VI, Technical Assistance Team - Dallas ¢

SUBJECT: Site Assessment at W.J. Smith Wood Preserving Company,
Denison, Texas

TDD#: 06-8503-16

A thorough investigation of the sludge pit closure operation at Ww.J.
Smith Wood Preserving was conducted on April 9, 10 and 11, 1985. TAT
members Tim Woods and Craig Bond met with the company president, Mr.
Billy Redding and reviewed the project construction specifications and
site plans. The TAT conducted an informal interview on the site's
history, current condition and projected modifications. The interview
confirmed and enhanced information the TAT gathered from the ten page
EPA potential hazardous waste site inspection report and 62 pages of
attachments. A visual site inspection followed.

The closure operations are divided into three projects. The first
project involves the construction of a new concrete creosote water
separator and closure of the existing earthen separator. The second
project is the on-site disposal of sludge wastes in seven (7) waste
creosote lagoons. These two projects are being conducted under the
direction of The Texas Department of Water Resources Enforcement
Branch (TDWR). The third project is a result of an accidental dis-
covery of creosote and phenol deposits in subsurface horizons in an
adjacent swale area. This swale area drains the company property onto
a Missouri-Kansas-Texas (MKT) railroad right of way. MKT and W.J.
Smith Wood Preservers are both subsidiaries of Katy Industries, so it
was decided to use construction crews from the second project to
remove the contaminated soils down to an impermeable white clay layer,
then back £ill to original grade. The contaminated soil (several
thousand cubic yards as of April 10) is being stored in the W.J. Smith
lumber yard pending a decision to move all of it to project site two
for on-site disposal along with the lagoon sludge wastes.

Roy F. Weston, Inc.
SPILL PREVENTION & EMERGENCY RESPONSE DIVISION

In Association with ICF Inc., Jacobs Engineering Group Inc., C.C. Johnson & Associates, Inc., and Tetra Tech, Inc.,
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The three project sites are all being very conscientiously managed to
prevent any releases of contaminants to off-site areas. Les Potter,
staff engineer from Albert H. Halff Associates, Inc., and Roger Keith,
vice president of Harry Keith and Sons, Inc., both met with the TAT
and spent several hours touring the three sites. These two indivi-
duals are the contract engineers and construction contractors,
respectively. As a result of the visual inspections, the TAT found no
current or projected potential for immediate removal actions. In
phone conversations with TDWR enforcement agent David Buchanan, it was
substantiated that the state of Texas also sees no potential for
federal immediate removal actions. Agent Buchanan approves of the

site construction progress to date and will continue to monitor the
three projects.
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